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eConsolidated Gross
Receipts Climb But

Net, Tonnage Drop

BY GEQRGE W. MEAD
Pres, Consolidated Water Power and Paper Company

In the year 1944 our gross income from the sale of pulp and paper
bas been Jarger than in any previous year, despite the fact that our out-
put in tons has been reduced, This decrease in production is due to the
uvse of lighter weight papers in publications,

Despite the fact that our shipments have brought more doilars, sur
net profit has shown a decrease because manufacturing costs have in-

creased while our paper prices have

We have found ourselves able to
state of repair and we have made
pome important replacements and
improvements, This las been a
difficult accomplishment on account
of the fact that many important
materials and supplies are either en-
tirely off the market or subject to
high priorities.

The game obstacles exist in the
procurement of raw materials. In
some instances it has been neces-
sary for our company to send men
out on the road in search of essen-
tial commedities.

Poplar Ip Being Used

Spruce has become so scarce and
there has been such a tremendous
shortage of woods labor, that we
have been compelied to resort to
other grades of wood. We lave
purchzsad a large amount of pop-
lar, which iz obtainable in near
localities. This is a [ast growing
wood as compared with spruce and
we have given exhaustive scientific
attention te its use until we are
finally in a position to use poplar
with snecess.

We have been subjected to the
same labor shortage that ofther in-
dustries have faced. More than sev-
en hundred Consolidated mén are
in the armed forces, and twenty of
them kave lost their lives, We
stand ready to encounter any ob-
gtacle for the sake of our nation's
victory just as these fighting men
are doing.

The labor shortage has been met
by the resumption of the 4B-hour
woek which requires heavy prem-
ium payments for work in excess of
the 40-hour week. We havre also
empioved a large number of girls
and women who are performing
their work in a satisfactory man-
her.

Ropardless nf shortage of labor
and materiais we have operated our
pulls full time during the vear
1944,

Expansion Is Limited

The outlook for expansion is
meagre, There are many improve-
ments and additions which we
woirld like very much to put into
effect but we are compelled to
postnone any large capital costs.
We recogruze the government’s
nead for funds, therefore we cannol
expect any tax relief until the peace
ta. When such time arrives we
espect a drastic reduction in eXcess
profity taxes and normal Jncome
taves. Certainly there can be na
stimulus to business and industry
under present restrictions.

Cur Plastics division is progress-

remained “frozen.”
keep our properties in an excellent

ing as originally intended. It re-
presents a new thought in the con-
struction of buildings and materi-
als. We have large government con-
tracts for plastics material and this
meets all specified fests for war
uge. The plastics program involves
pest war accomplishment as well,
and tangible plans sre underway
for a large volume of civilian re-
quirements. The new plaatics ma-
terial for home construction 1s now
put into use and its praciical value
iz a certainty.

We lock forward to the coming
year with the sincere and earnest
hope that world peace will come,
and our company will ieave nothing
unaccemplisked which® might contri-
buts fto the defeat of our enemies
and lead us all to a happier and
fuller life.

Ahdawagam
Shipments

Are Higher

Ahdawagatn Paper Products com-
pany shipments for 1944 will be
about 5 per cent greafer than for
1943, according to F. R. Walsh,
manager. “This is due to thes large
amount of ammuonition tubes and
overseas boxes run during the vear
and some of this will continue into
next year,” Mr. Walsh adds.

This year's payroll at Ahdawa-
gam will be about 10 par cent larg-
er than in 1943, a survey of the
1944 operations shows. “We have &
good backlog of orders an hand now
which will carry us into next spring
apd we expect that 1945 will com-
pate favorably with this vear if we
are able to secure enongh box-
board,” Mr. Walsh stated, The box-
board situation 15 bad because of
the shortage of pulp and is not ex-
pected to impreve wuntil the war
ends in Earope.

“We do not anticipate any large
change in our business after the
war ends. Many of our customers
are now shipping their products to
the army and navy and will con-
vert easily to civilian production,”

3r. Walsh concludes.

Chief Miller Warns of Yule
Fire Hazards in 1944 Review

BY A. C. MILLER
Fire Chief

Old St. Nick would be a lot jol-
lier person then he i3 Iif people
would realize that Christmas 15 the
most hazardous as well us the hap-
piest holiday of the year. On this
day, thousands of homes are care-
lessly and unwittingly converted n-
to dangerous fire traps. One spark
from a worn out or broken ught
cord or an unscreened fireplace can
turn a happy Chrnstmas scene into
trapie shambles.

At the conclusion of this year
1944, in the middie of this holiday
season, it may bhe well {v repeai a
few simple suggestions advanced by
the Safety Research Institute which
may help to aveid a repatition of
Christmas accdents, First of alf,
Christmas trees should not be plac-
ed near a fireplace or open flame
heater, strings of Christmas lights
should be cheched for frayed or
broken spots, candles should be
avoided as tree decorations, paper

wrappings and excelsior should be
Ql'emoved from beneath ithe tree af-
At presents have been opened, and

be carveful that stockings are not
hung where they may be ignited
from the fireplace. Above all, it is
important that small children are
never left alene in the house and
that matches be kept out of their
reach, By these simple precau-
tions, Christmzs may truly be a
happy day.

Work % Hours Weekly

The city of Wiscansin Rapids fire
fighting forces consist of a chief,
{irst and =econd assistani chief, two
pump operators, two assistant pump
operators, and four firemen, who
are on duty an average of 84 hours
per week, In addition, the menare
requized to respond to calls to any
threatening fire which may oceur
on their off-duty day.

According to past records of the
Jocal department, this means that
tha men are on duty approximately
948 hours per week.

The department responded to 305
calis during 1044, 46 of which were
dwelling fires. Others were business
and merchandise establishments, 12;
manufacturing  esiabl ishments,

three; autos and trucks, 15; chmim-
nevs, 10; grass and Ttubhish, 38;
miscellaneous, 14; false alarmsg,
three; out-of-city dweilings, 10

Of the 305 calls, 155 were am-
bulance rung, divided in the follow-
ing manner: Trips to Milwaukee,
three; Marshfield, 11; Madizon, 14;
Rochester, one; Eau Claire, one;

3tevena Point, one; Waupaca, one;

Qﬁlside ¢ity limits, 92 calls; others
outgide of ¢city and within a 20-mile
radiua of the city limits, 3l
Total T.oss $5,389

Total estimated damage by fire

and lightning from January 1, 1944
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to November 30, 1944 was $5,389.00.
Fire prevention inspections were
made by the men, 948 of these
building inspections being made on
their off-duty hours. Seven hundred
thirty-four of these were inside the
fire zone, 214 outside.

By these inspections, 88 defects
were found, and the owhers were
notified either in person or by mail
so that corrections might he made.

The chief or assiztant chiefs with
the chief’s car, responded to 97 calls
to inspect furnaces, vl stoves, elec-
trie wiring, cld chimineys, and oth-
er fire hazards too numercus to
mention.

Twe hundred nineteen requests
for fire permits were received; 197
being granmted and 22 refused.

We of the fire department, endea-
vor at ail times, to ment the es-
teem of the public and to hold their
confidence,

Breeders to Make
Their OQuwn Food
For Fox and Mink

Organization of, a corporation
known as Pitswville Fur Foods, Inc,,
which will slaughter horses and
process them into food for fox and
mink 15 one of the new develop-
ments this vear and is an out-
growth of the orgamization of the
Central Wisconsin Fur Breedet's
association.

For this purpose, the corporation
this fall purchased the complate
Pittsvalle Pottery plant and build-
ing and haa already eompleted re-
modeling the building to suit its
use, constructing cooling and stor-
age rooms and installing refrigerat-
ing eguipment.

Organized with a capitalization of
$50,000 in stock, all of which will
be sold to the Wood county fur
breeders, the plant will slaughter
and process about 40 head of horses
a day. Storage tapacity of the
plant will be about 460 tons. The
fur foods will be pan-frozen and
will be sold to fur breeders
throughout the state in 60 pound
slabs,

QOfficials of the corporation are
Gerald Brook, Nekoosa, president;
Roy Potter, Wisconsin Rapids, vice
president; and A. C. Freeman, Ne.
kaosa, secretzry-treasurer. Diree-
tora include the three officers and
William Whittingham, Arpin; John
Swinghamer, Nekoosa; Charles
Howland, Mekoosa, and Fred Braun,
Wisconsim Rapids. h
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SANTA VISITS RAPIDS—Crowds of children stampeded inte Santa’s headquariers when he made
his tocal pre-Christmas visit vecently, This grewp, caught clustered around the bearded gent. was
evidently so enthralled that the cameraman wasd't even noficed, something unusual for children.
When Santa Claus comes to town he causes variouz emotions among his little friends. There are thoese
who merely séand and stare with speechless ewe, still others go io him confidently to fell what
they want for Christmas, snd then there are often very tiny ones whe shriek with fright at the

unfamiliar figure.

Prentiss Wabers Doubles War

Goods Output

GAS COMPANY
GROWS DESPITE
LIMITS OF WAR

BY LEE BARKER
Manager, Gas and Eleciric Co.
Figures just released by the Uni-
ted States Bureau of Mines show
that the volume of bottle gas seld
in the United States has increased
from 28,000,000 gallons in 1333 to
702,000,000 at the end of 1%43. This
18 a tremendous increase of 1850
percent in 10 yvears. The growth of
the Wisconsin Rapids (as and Elec-
tric company and Gas Service In-
corporated has kept pacve with the
growth in the sales of liquified pe-
troleum gas, even though war res-
trictions have prohibited the in-
stallation of additional gag service
equipment except with the approval
of the petrolenvm administrater for
war, During the coming year it is
reasonoble to epect a continuation
of the growth of both companies
and, after restrictions are removed
and merchandise is available, the
rate of growth will undoubtedly be
considerably accelerated.

In order to handle its present
large volume of business and to be
prepared to take care of the pre-
sent penf-up demand which will un-
doutbtedly he reieased after victory
in Europe is assured, the Wisconsin
Rapids Gas and Eleetric company
has greatly expanded its facilities
for handling gas, gas appliances
and equipment. This expansion of
facilities has been accomplished
through the purchase of the Prov-
ost property at 61 Fourth avenve
north, which property provides
greatsr yard space and a large
warehouse and shop. The former
loading dock has also heen widen-
ed and lengthened in order to con-
nect the Provost property tfo the
scale house and charging room,

New Storage Tank

The facilities were further ex-
panded to take care of the present
gas load bv the granting of a pri-
ority by the war production board
for the purchase of a new 18,000-
zallon storage tank, which tank was
recenned in November and has now

been connected to the present 15,-7

000 gallon storage tank in order to
provide a contmuous supply of gas
to the thousands of customersnow
being served in Wisconsin Rapids
and the 25 neighboring fowns in
which the companv operales as a
public  utility. The neyrhhoring
toswns served by the Wisconsin Ra-
pids Gas and Electtic company now
include EBiron, Nekoosa, Port Ed-
wards, Plainfield, Coloma, Haneoek,
Adams, Friendship, Necedah, Wau-
toma. Wild Rose, Almond, Baneroft,
Tunction Caty, Milladore, Auburn-
dale, Blenker, Sherry, Rudelph, Ar-
pin, Pittaville, Vesper, City Peint,

Dexterville and Babeock.

The growth of these companies
has resulted in the placing of the
commmon stock of the Wiseonsin Ra-~
pids Gas and Electric company on
a regular dividend hasis of 3.2 per-
eent per annnuin and Gas Service In-
corporated has also declared a divi-
dend on iis common %tock at ihe
rate of 3.2 percent per annum pay-
able guarterly, beginning January
1, 1945,

Moose Lodge Enjoys
Membership Increase

The local Leyval Order of Moose
Lodge Neo. 161l has passed another
fair year of success, having enjoyed

an increase in  membership and
gaod cheer.

The lodge, however, was saddensd
by the news that of one of the
members, Brother Robert Bell, is
missing in action in the service of
his country.

The members are looking forward
to a resumpbion of the annaal
Christmas party next fall,

John Jung, 8r, is secretary of
the organization.

1 is"helieved that the Yule log
is a variant of the bonfire charac-
teristic of the sun festivals, by
which ancient people marked the
four stages 1+ the earth’s progress

Rkaround the sun,

in Year's Time

“Our company closes & year
which has seen almost double the
production of 1943, R. 8. Wil
trout, of the Prentiss Wabers P'ro-
ducts company, reports. *Since our
work is about 90 per cent for the
army it Is not possible te publish
ligures or facts as to products or
number of employes,” he adds,

“However, the employex of Pre-
way have been twice honored dur-
ing the Iast vear by receiving sifver
stars for their Army-Navy ‘E’ flag,
These awards by the war depart-
ment evidence itz appreciation of
the fine manner in which the em-
ployes of our company are patrioti-
cally keeping up the gqualty and
volume demanded by the army for
our fighting men,” Mr. Wiltrout’s
statement continues.

“The management desires to pub-
liely express its unstinted praise
and admiration of the spirit with
which the men and women sorking
day and night at their machines In
our plant have endeavored to do
their full part in backing up the
army both as to products and the
purchase of bonds. Ne plant could
have a finer emplovee record for
patriotism.

“As to expectations for the com-
ing year, evenls are obviously so
unforeseeable as to make even
guesses quite uneertain. However,
we can state that it will be our
policy to put war work first s long
as our famiities are reeded,

“Our engineering and sales da-
partments have been sigorously
preparing for the eventual retumn
to peacefime products, and, while
we believe a certain amount of re-
ductien 11 working personel will be
necessary with the slacking off of
our war work, we anticipate that
our employment will continue st a
muck higher peacetime level than
in any former years.”

Gill Paint Company
Has Successful year

The story of 1944 at the Gill Paint
company iz about the =zame as at
other Wisconsin Rapids plants.
Franlk (:1ll of the locai concern says
it was & good year, it could have
been better if materials and labor
were available and that work for
the government will coniimne to take
ap most of the company’s facilities.
The concern manufactures a full line
of paint products and is looking to-
ward many rew developmeats m the
postwar era.

WO0OD COUNTY
NATIONAL BANK
AIDS BOND SALES

BY G. 0. BABCOCK
Pres, Wood County Natjonal Bank
At the Wood County National
bank we have had an unusually
Lusy year, which iz probably the
case with most all iines of business.
The selling and isswing of U, 8
government bonds is a big job and

requires a lot of time. We are glad, |-

however, to contribute our facilities
for this important service. The
additicnal labor has been cheerfolly
assumed by the members of our
staff ag part of their effort toward
Victory.

There hzas been increased activity
in all departments of the bank, Our
savings window has been an exceed-
ingly busy secticn of our bank due
to the increasing number of new
savings depositors and more fre-
quent deposits by those who have
for years been steady depositors
here. The checking department has
also enjoyed increased activity
with new accounts added daily.

It all goes to disprove the com-
mon remark that workers with in-
creased earmings are spending most
of 1t. While it is true that nearly
everyone spends a little more as
they earn meore, yet when we look
through our savings ledgers and in-
dividual checking accounts we see
evidence of great thiift and the
desire to buld something for the
Foture., Then add to these savings
the huge amounts invesied in war
bonds and you have a picture of the
finanaal statolity of our commumni-
ty, of which we can all fee]l justly
proud.

We must not forget also that
business men generaily have been
improving their financmal positions
so as to be able to meet all future
requrements. This will help to in-
gure good laber conditions for the
days ahead.

BLOOD FOR CHRISTMAS
Dramatic editorial stunt of the
Chicape Herald-Ameriean featured
a heart-shaped holly wreath under
the headline “Give a Pint of Blood
for Chriztinas,” followed hy gquotes
from the Army newspaper Stars
and Stripes which deploied civilian
negleet in donating Dblood  badly
neaded by wounded fighting men.
Nesult was an overwhelming rush
to the city's blood donor
with denations offered faster than

they could be taken.

Throughout
festivities is

‘With a Song in Your Heart’
the Holiday

our wish to
you and yours

FROM EVERYBODY
at

HEILMAN’S

Yeouh Guakldy Store
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FIRST NATIONAL
HAS IMPRESSIVE
WARTIME RECORD

Banks are more active than ever,
selling war honds and opening ra-
tion banking accounts in eddition
to handling ihe largest volume of
regular baoking business ever on
record, W, J. Taylor, president of
the First National bank in Wiscon-
sin Rapids, Bays as he locks back
over 1944,

“From December 7, 1941, to De-
eember 7, 1944, the First National
bank sold 14,800 separate pieces of
government securities totaling $4,-
578,280, My, Tavlor meints out.
“This large total of sales alone
handled through the First National,
at no cost to the government, re
flects in part the patriotic effort of
this communily.”

Individuals are also saving sab-
stantial parts of their warlime earn-
ings, according to Mr, Taylor. “Our
deposits have grown from §1,847.-
523 on December 7, 1941, to 53,078,-
796 as of December 7, 1944, an in-
crease of §1,286,978."

“The most immediate concern for
the future iz the retumning ‘G. 1
Jee’,” Mr. Taylor adds. “Many of
our fighting men wont know im-
mediately what they want to do
This will be a natural situation. But
when he does make up his mind, he
will find that the banks along wilh
all other agencies will be ready and
anxious to help him get a new and
profitable start in life”

Christimas carols were imported
intg England soon after the Nor-
man Conquest.

Foundry Able
To Add Some

Equipment

Practically all the efforts of Ne.
koosa Foundry and Machine Works,
Inc., this year were directed to-
ward the production of war mater-
ials, according to M. J. Power, pre-
sident.

“We have done some expanding
this vear,” Mr. Power says. “In the
machine shop, besides nwmerous
small tools, we have added a large
three-head metal planer, In  the
foundry, we have put on several
additional welding machimes which
has practically doubled our capa-
city in the brass foundry. There
were also minor improvements in
the iron foundry and patiern de-
partment,

“Although our volume is on a

|par with 1943," Mr. Power con-

tinues, “lthe  production of our
plant has changed from valves for
escort vessels lo pistony and parts
for large diesel engines and hronze
circulating pumps. Our volume has
not anereased over 1343 because of
lhe lack in this vieamty of shilled
labar for the trades mmvolved.”

The foundry 19 lookmyg forward
to a successful year in 1345  with
the hope that 1t will be in postien
to go back to the normal produc-
tion of paper milt machinery and
cquipment,

—

Gas turbme aircraft engines of
as much zs 10,000 kersepower will
vrobably be asvailable for gant air-
craft within the neat decsce, De-
velopment of a turbine of this pow-
ar would mean pore ensiyy in ane
urut than ir all four engines of the

B-29 Superforiress.

Page Three

WFHR DOUBLES
CONTRIBUTIONS
T0 WAR EFFORT

Contributions to the war effort
through the use of its broadeasting
faciliber were more than doubled
in 1944 by radio station WFHR, a
review of the yvear's sctiviiies indi-
cates. The station contributed con
siderable time to the recruitment of
veople for the armed services and
allied activities and went all eut
for the various war bond sales cam-
Pa.igns.

Listener service reached new
peaks during the year as WFHR
brought {o its thousands of listen-
ers new samd better programs and
direct broadcasts from many of the
battle fronts. On D-day as the al-
hed forces were invading France,
WEFHR broadeast on-the-spot de-
scriptions of the jnvasion activities
and went on a 24-hour & day broad-
cast service. The same procedure
was followed in the ltalian cam-
paign. Within a few minutes af.
ter the allied forces Invaded the
Flulippines, WFHR brought to its
histeners {he voice of General Dong-
las AMlacArihur  direct frem  the
scene of action through the facli-
tres of the first floating broadeast
transmitter ever used.

The station opened new and im-
proved studios at Stevens Point Inte
mn the fall and just recently com-
pleted renpvation and remodeling
of its Wisconsin Rapids studios.
Several hew items of equipment
were added during the year.

Its program service from the Mu-
tual Broadeasting syetem and the
Wisconsin Network was expanded
throughout the twelve months of
1944. New features have heen add-

ed practically svery month.
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Christmas

Once more it is our pleasure to ex.
tend the compliments of the Yule-
tide Season to our host of friends
in this community.
A pleasant and cheerful custom to

: Rapids Shoe Store !

It is a very

120 West Grand Avenue

renew these associations—that’s
why we await Christmas time
with eager anticipation.

You have heen good to us—may
old Santa be just as good to you.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

a Happy, Prosperous New Year, too!

are pretty well understood alicady), we are mighty glad tha
the Christmas Sphit gives us thi< oppoitunity to pledge anew
our friendship for you and to express our gratitude for your
good will,

Everybody From Your

Guarantee Hardware
— COMPANY —
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! It is patural at the Christmas Season to look back over ;1.
: the year; it is then that we realize that friendship ard friend. :3:
j liness play an important part in making business life more 1
il thoroughly wholesome and enjoyable. Yes, it is then that we it
ﬁ: realize that our many pleasant business relationships make ;‘1
i - life a happy experience. !E'
“: \ Ft is only natural, tf)n. that we Iook' uport our business :F
f associales as our good fuiends . . And, while belwsen {riends, ]
i;: \ it is hardly necessary to express one’s feelings, (when they i}i
i '
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